Macon United Methodist Church
190 W Bell Street, Macon, IL 62544; (217) 764-5133
Pastor Terry McDorman; 630-390-0414; accesstogodshouse@gmail.com
March 31, 2024 Easter Sunday

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” Saint Augustine

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL:
PRELUDE
GATHERING Words of welcome and Celebration

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Greet each other with the words “Christ has risen” and reply “He is risen indeed”

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

The tomb is dark, but empty

The one you are looking for has overcome the darkness
The stone has been rolled away

The one you are looking for has overcome death

The burial clothes are put aside

The one you are looking for is alive!

Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen Indeed!

Let us worship our Risen Savior!

*OPENING HYMN “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (UMH # 302)
1. Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed.

In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.

Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

2. Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.

Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.
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3. Christis risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: "Christ is risen! Get you gone!"

God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone!
Words © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main P1, Carol Stream, IL 60188

OPENING PRAYER (unison)

God of grace and power, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come
trusting in the good news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is
living proof that You care about our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers to us
glimpses of hope, even in our tears. As the tomb is not quiet. It speaks. It
proclaims! Itis a promise of eternal life!

COMMUNITY PRAYERS Let us lift our prayers in thoughts of praise.
SILENT PRAYER We praise Jesus as He lives again for us!
THE LORD’S PRAYER (all)

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Acts 10:34-43 (CEB)
Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people
over another. Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming
the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! You know what happened
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism John preached. You know
about Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and endowed with
power. Jesus traveled around doing good and healing everyone oppressed by the devil
because God was with him. We are witnesses of everything he did, both in Judea and
in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him up on the
third day and allowed him to be seen, not by everyone but by us. We are witnesses
whom God chose beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised him from
the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Gracious and Patient God, we come before you with so many things which weigh
us down. We would like an "easy" faith, one that doesn’t cause us to look within
ourselves, to identify those many ways in which we have forsaken you. But faith
is never easy. It requires our very souls. Forgive us, God, for all those things

2|Page



which we have neglected to do that would have helped someone else to be closer
to you. Heal our hearts from the wounds which have been inflicted upon us by
the anger and misunderstandings which occur in relationships. Prepare our lives
to be of service to you. In silence, we wait. We long for your presence and your
healing touch. Amen.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING John 20:1-18 (CEB)
Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.
She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said,
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.”
Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. They were running together, but the
other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. Bending down
to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. Following him,
Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. He also saw the face
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up
in its own place. Then the other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also
went inside. He saw and believed. They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to the place where they were
staying.

Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the
tomb. She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been,
one at the head and one at the foot. The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you
crying?”

She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.”
As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
didn’t know it was Jesus.

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him and I will get him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher).

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for [ haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to
my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’'m going up to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.””

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she
told them what he said to her.

MESSAGE “Hallelujah” Pastor Terry
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HYMN “Every Morning is Easter Morning” (See Handout)
INVITATION TO SHARE

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*DOXOLOGY (UMH # 94)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of the victory of life over death; on this glorious Easter Sunday, we rejoice in
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. Just as the women encountered the
empty tomb and the angelic message of new life, we too encounter the living Christ
in our hearts and lives. As we come to present our tithes and offerings, may they
be an affirmation of our search for the risen Christ, the one who challenges us to
see beyond our own expectations. Bless our giving and help us discover the
transformative power of the living Jesus in our lives. In the holy name of our risen
Savior, we pray. Amen.

CHORAL ANTHEM

CLOSING PRAYER (unison)

Halleluia! Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed! May this declaration resound not
only in these walls but touch the lives of all we meet and forever be the truth of
which we speak. Your love, once sown within a garden, tended for your own
people, neglected and rejected, now spreads its sweet perfume in this place and
wherever it is shown. Halleluia! Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed!

*CLOSING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (UMH #327)
1. Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne,

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

2. Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,

who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
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3. Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet

fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

4. Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;

thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.

*BENEDICTION

Dance, celebrate, sing, and shout for joy! Christ is risen and He goes before us, into
this world of fear and pain. He has called us to bring the Good News of healing and
hope, of redemption. Go in peace and feel the presence of the Risen Lord with you,

now and forever.
(All shout out loud): Hallelujah!

POSTLUDE:

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 87 ATTENDANCE GOAL: 70

Be certain to check the church website, https.//maconilumc.net/ for updated
information about the church, events and news. Please use
webmaster.maconumc(@gmail.com to submit updates or additions to the church
website.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRESENCE AND SERVICE

Wed Apr 03 6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting; Pastor’s office
Sun Apr 07 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr 07 10:00 am Easter Worship and Zoom Service

Sun Apr 14 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr 14 10:00 am Easter Worship and Zoom Service

Sun. Apr 14 11:00 am SPRC Meeting; Pastor’s office

Sun Apr21 7:00am UMM Breakfast; Fellowship Hall

Sun Apr21 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr21 10:00 am Easter Worship and Zoom Service

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 02 Joe and Lynette Puckett Apr 6 Jimmy Hinkle
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MISSIONS
Items requested by the food pantry are: Any kind of cereal
and/or oatmeal, canned fruit and vegetables, canned soup, pasta
sauce, and shampoo. Cash donations are always welcome.
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