Macon United Methodist Church
190 W Bell Street, Macon, IL 62544; (217) 764-5133
Pastor Terry McDorman; 630-390-0414; accesstogodshouse@gmail.com
January 19, 2025 Second Sunday after Epiphany Human Relations Day

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“I have one life and one chance to make it count for something... My faith demands that
1 do whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with whatever
I have to try to make a difference.” Jimmy Carter

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
calling all that hear to experience the love of
Christ

PRELUDE
GATHERING Words of welcome and announcements
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)

Be still for a moment. What do you hear? What do you smell? What do you feel
under your feet? Beloved, God is here.

In the familiar and unfamiliar, God is here with us.

Take a moment to look around. Whom do you notice? Who isn’t here that you
expected to see? Whether this community feels brand new or familiar to you, God is
here.

In the familiar and unfamiliar, God is here with us.

Take a deep breath. We share this air, this space, this worship home together. In our
breathing and worshiping in this time and place, God is here.

In the familiar and unfamiliar, God is here with us.

God is here. May we pay attention and discern how God brings us together in the
familiar and the unfamiliar to be and become the Body of Christ.

May we notice and join in God’s work of forming us for community as we
worship today. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Lord of the Dance” (UMH # 261)
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OPENING PRAYER (unison)

God, our God, as you were with the wedding party in Cana of Galilee, be with us
here today. The wine of our lives and souls has run out. Fill this place with the
presence of your Holy Spirit. Fill the water pots of our souls this day with new and
fresh wine from your wine cellar. The wine of yesterday is gone; it is stale; it is
old. Today, God, send your anointing power in this place and in the lives of your
people that we may find strength to hold on and hold out. Help us to know that
the best wine is yet to come, and we can taste and see your goodness. Show yourself
to be powerful, empowering, and awesome this day and for all times to come. In
the name of Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

COMMUNITY PRAYERS Let us lift our prayers in thoughts of praise.
SILENT PRAYER Let us share our doubts with God.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (all)

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (CEB)

Brothers and sisters, I don’t want you to be ignorant

about spiritual gifts. You know that when you were

Gentiles you were often misled by false gods that can’t

even speak. So I want to make it clear to you that no

one says, “Jesus is cursed!” when speaking by God’s

Spirit, and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by

the Holy Spirit. There are different spiritual gifts but

the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and

the same Lord; and there are different activities but the

same God who produces all of them in everyone. A

demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for

the common good. A word of wisdom is given by the

Spirit to one person, a word of knowledge to another

according to the same Spirit, faith to still another by the

same Spirit, gifts of healing to another in the one Spirit,

performance of miracles to another, prophecy to another, the ability to tell spirits apart
to another, different kinds of tongues to another, and the interpretation of the tongues
to another. All these things are produced by the one and same Spirit who gives what he
wants to each person.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Lord, we need a miracle today. Like Jesus changing water into wine at the
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wedding feast in Cana, we need a miracle today. We are tired, Lord, of the hurts
of this world. We are discouraged in the face of injustice, war, poverty, and
indifference. We need a miracle today, Lord. Your steadfast love, like a mighty
mountain will not be moved. Your gifts, as many as the mighty winds, cannot be
counted. Your glory, like a mighty torch, will not be put out. Lord, crown us with
your love. Show us your glory, that in you we may be moved to acts of kindness,
love, justice, and mercy. Lord, we need a miracle today. Amen.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING John 2:1-11 (CEB)
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and
Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. When the wine ran out,
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They don’t have any wine.”

Jesus replied, “Woman, what does that have

to do with me? My time hasn’t come yet.”

His mother told the servants, “Do whatever

he tells you.” Nearby were six stone water

jars used for the Jewish cleansing ritual,

each able to hold about twenty or thirty

gallons.

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with

water,” and they filled them to the brim.

Then he told them, “Now draw some from

them and take i1t to the headwaiter,” and

they did. The headwaiter tasted the water

that had become wine. He didn’t know

where it came from, though the servants

who had drawn the water knew.

The headwaiter called the groom and said,

“Everyone serves the good wine first. They

bring out the second-rate wine only when

the guests are drinking freely. You kept the

good wine until now.” This was the first

miraculous sign that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his
disciples believed in him.

MESSAGE
“The Call” Rev. Terry McDorman
HYMN “We Are Called” (FWS #2172)
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INVITATION TO SHARE

Everything that we have is a gift from God. One way that we show God how thankful
we are is by giving back a portion of what God has given us so that we can continue
the work that we have been called to do.

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*DOXOLOGY (UMH # 94)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)

Generous God, who turns water into wine and scarcity into abundance, we offer
our gifts to you with grateful hearts. May these offerings be transformed, just as
you transform our lives with your grace. Guide us to use these resources to meet
the needs we see around us, to share your love, and to build your kingdom. In
Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

MUSICAL REFLECTION:

CLOSING PRAYER (unison)

Loving Father, you alone are the source of every good gift. We praise you for all
your gifts to us, and we thank you for your generosity. Everything we have, and
all that we are, comes from you. Help us to be grateful and responsible. You have
called us to follow your son, Jesus, without counting the cost. Send us your Holy
Spirit to give us courage and wisdom to be faithful disciples. We commit ourselves
to being good stewards. Help us to be grateful, accountable, generous, and willing
to give back with increase. Help us to make stewardship a way of life. We make
this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. AMEN

*CLOSING HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (UMH # 519)
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (Please be seated and silent during the Postlude)
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 37 ATTENDANCE GOAL: 70

Our sincere appreciation to all those that contributed to this worship experience!

Be certain to check the church website, https.://maconilumc.net/ for updated information
about the church, events and news. Please use webmaster.maconumc@gmail.com to
submit updates or additions to the church website.

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RELIEF

If you wish to contribute to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
efforts to assist those affected by the fires, you may simply write out a check to the
church and put UMCORUSDR in the memo line. We will consolidate the

funds and send them in.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRESENCE AND SERVICE

Sun. Jan.19 11:00 am Worship Committee Meeting; Pastor’s Office
Wed.Jan.22  6:30 pm Finance Committee; Pastor’s Office

Wed.Jan.22  7:00 pm Administrative Council Meeting; Pastor’s Office
Sun. Jan.26  9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Jan.26 10:00 am Worship and Zoom Service

Sun. Jan.26 11:00 am Trustee’s Meeting; Pastor’s Office

Sun. Feb.02 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Feb.02 10:00 am Worship and Zoom Service

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Jan 12 Lindsey Mayer Jan 13  Christine Cutler

Jan 13 Tim Copenhaver Jan 14 Alex Rappe’

Jan. 19 Carol Smith Jan 25 Gary and Christine Cutler
MISSIONS

Items requested by the food pantry are: Items requested by the
food pantry are: Any kind of cereal, cereal bars and/or oatmeal,
canned fruit, canned soup, canned pasta, shampoo, bar soap and
dish liquid. Cash donations are always welcome.

Macaroni and cheese; and toilet paper are needed ASAP.

Macon’s month to volunteer is January. Volunteer schedule:

Jan 25--Brad, Denise, Isaac, and Nicholas Hunt
Please arrive at 8am
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