Macon United Methodist Church
190 W Bell Street, Macon, IL 62544; (217) 764-5133
April 5, 2026 Easter Sunday

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay
down, | will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it
someday for a crown.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

PRELUDE

GATHERING Welcome, Announcements, Celebrations
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

HYMN Every Morning Is Easter Morning
Ev'ry morning is Easter morning from now on!
Ev'ry day's resurrection day, the past is over and gone!

Good-bye guilt, good-bye fear, good riddance! Hello, Lord, Hello, sun!
| am one of the Easter People! My new life has begun!

Ev'ry morning is Easter morning from now on!

Ev'ry day's resurrection day, the past is over and gone!

Daily news is so bad it seems the Good News seldom gets heard.

Get it straight from the Easter People! God's in charge spread the word!

Ev'ry morning is Easter morning from now on!
Ev'ry day's resurrection day, the past is over and gone!

Yesterday | was bored and lonely; But today look and see!
| belong to the Easter People! Life's exciting to me!

Ev'ry morning is Easter morning from now on!

Ev'ry day's resurrection day, the past is over and gone!

Ev'ry morning is Easter morning, Ev'ry morning is Easter morning,
Ev'ry morning is Easter morning, From now on!

1|Page



*CALL TO WORSHIP

Beloved, Christ has risen!

Christ has risen indeed! Alleluia!

Our savior has risen!

Our savior has risen indeed! Alleluia!
Steadfast love has risen!

Steadfast love has risen indeed! Alleluia!
This is the day the lord has made;

Let us rejoice and be glad! Alleluia!

*HYMN “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today”
1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

2. Love's redeeming work 1s done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!

6. King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!

(UMH # 302)
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OPENING PRAYER

Come all the faithful, let us worship God. For through the cross, joy has come to
all the world. Ever blessing the Lord, we sing his resurrection. For having
endured the cross for us, He has destroyed death by dying. Amen.

COMMUNITY PRAYERS (pastor)
SILENT PRAYER (pastor)
THE LORD’S PRAYER (all)

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 28: 1-10
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to look at the tomb. Look, there was a great

earthquake, for an angel from the Lord came down from heaven.

Coming to the stone, he rolled it away and sat on it. Now his face

was like lightning and his clothes as white as snow. The guards

were so terrified of him that they shook with fear and became like

dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He isn’t

here, because he’s been raised from the dead, just as he said.

Come, see the place where they laid him. Now hurry, go and tell

his disciples, He’s been raised from the dead. He’s going on ahead

of you to Galilee. You will see him there.” I’ve given the message to you.”

With great fear and excitement, they hurried away from the tomb and ran to tell his
disciples. But Jesus met them and greeted them. They came and grabbed his feet and
worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers
that I am going into Galilee. They will see me there.”

SCRIPTURE READING John 20: 1-18
Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.
She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said,
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.”
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Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. They were running together, but the
other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to

arrive at the tomb. Bending down to take a look, he saw

the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. Following

him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen

cloths lying there. He also saw the face cloth that had

been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but

was folded up in its own place. Then the other disciple,

the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside.

He saw and believed. They didn’t yet understand the

scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. Then the

disciples returned to the place where they were staying.

Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried,

she bent down to look into the tomb. She saw two angels

dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had

been, one at the head and one at the foot. The angels

asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.”
As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
didn’t know it was Jesus.

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him and I will get him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher).

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to
my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’'m going up to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.””

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she
told them what he said to her.

MESSAGE  “HE ISRISEN!”  Beverly Matthews Certified Lay Minister,
Supply Pastor
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

*DOXOLOGY (UMH # 95)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Radiant God, whose love endures forever, we gather today in light of the
resurrection hope, offering these gifts as a response to the abundant grace we have
received. In this period of spiritual renewal may our giving reflect the joy of the
empty tomb and the promise of life everlasting. Transform our offerings into acts
of love that bring light to the world, just as Christ’s light dawned in our hearts.
We dedicate these gifts to your service, trusting that, in your hands, they will bring
forth new life. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION Table I, (UMH # 9)
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,

Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

and to announce that the time had come

when you would save your people.

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection

you gave birth to your Church,

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,

and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
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When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with you always
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we partake of the one
loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your spirit, to
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MUSICAL REFLECTION
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CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly father, we worship in your name, on resurrection Sunday. We go forth
as your servants; doing your will, living for your teachings. In his name we pray,
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “He Lives” (UMH # 310)
1. | serve arisen Savior, he's in the world today;

| know that he is living, whatever foes may say.

| see his hand of mercy, | hear his voice of cheer,

and just the time | need him, he's always near.

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way.

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!

You ask me how | know he lives? He lives within my heart.

2. In all the world around me | see his loving care,

and though my heart grows weary, | never will despair.

| know that he is leading through all the stormy blast;

the day of his appearing will come at last.

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way.
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!

You ask me how | know he lives? He lives within my heart.

3. Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!

The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find;

none other is so loving, so good and kind

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way.
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!

You ask me how | know he lives? He lives within my heart.

BENEDICTION

The heart of Easter is all about hope, love and joyful living. May you have a truly
blessed day! The Lord is risen!

He Is Risen Indeed!

POSTLUDE
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Beverly J, Matthews, PsyD
Certified Lay Minister, Supply Pastor
217 8259010

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 36 ATTENDANCE GOAL: 70

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRESENCE AND SERVICE
Sun. Apr. 12 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr. 1210:00 am Worship and Zoom Service

Sun. Apr. 19 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast, Fellowship Hall
Sun. Apr. 19 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr. 1910:00 amWorship and Zoom Service

Sun. Apr. 26 8:45am Confirmation Class

Sun. Apr. 26 9:00 am Sunday School

Sun. Apr. 2610:00 am Worship and Zoom Easter Service

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Apr 06 Jimmy Hinkle Apr 07 Vicky Hilvety
Apr 10 Debbie Stewart
MISSIONS

Items requested by the food pantry are: Any kind of cereal, cereal bars

or oatmeal; canned fruits and vegetables; canned soup; canned pasta;

mac and cheese; shampoo; and antiperspirant. Cash donations are
always welcome.

SPEAKER SCHEDULE

Apr. 05 Beverly Matthews Certified Lay Minister, Supply Pastor
Apr. 12 Kirk Yenerall, Certified Lay Minister

Apr. 19 Keith Baker, Lay Speaker

Apr. 26 Beverly Matthews Certified Lay Minister, Supply Pastor

May 03 Beverly Matthews Certified Lay Minister, Supply Pastor
May 10 Kirk Yenerall, Certified Lay Minister

May 17 Keith Baker, Lay Speaker

May 24 Beverly Matthews Certified Lay Minister, Supply Pastor
May 31 Kirk Yenerall, Certified Lay Minister

CONFIRMATION CLASS

Confirmation class will be first and fourth Sundays at 8:45 am for one hour in the
pastor's office using the book Confirm which can be purchased online through
Cokesbury.
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